




















2.4 Least Environmentally Damaging Practicable Alternative Under the Section 

404(b)(1) Guidelines 

Of the aforementioned alternatives, solely Alternative 3 has been determined to be 

practicable in light of the Overall Project Purpose and established Site Selection/Screening 

Criteria. As discussed above, due to the limited availability and size of upland areas in and 

around the existing SH 4 facility, there are no practicable alternatives that would not involve 

discharges into special aquatic sites. 

Alternative 3, the Preferred Alternative, presents a cost-effective roadway design that would 

accommodate the forecasted traffic capacity, improve safety and mobility, address roadway 

deficiencies, and avoid impacts to high quality wetlands, species habitat, and National Wildlife 

Refuges. Permit drawings for Alternative 3 are included in Attachment B. 

Based on the practicability and environmental factors considered, Alternative 3, the Preferred 

Alternative, is the practicable alternative with the least adverse impact on the aquatic 

ecosystem, and it does not have other significant environmental consequences. As such, 

Alternative 3 is proposed as the least environmentally damaging practicable alternative. 
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